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Survival of Variola Virus in Dried Exudate
and Crusts from Smallpox Patients (Abstracted from the Lancet, i, 26th April, 1947, p. 550)
The chorioallantoic membranes of developing hens' eggs which are susceptible to infection with variola virus have been used to detect the presence of virus in vesicle fluid and crusts from smallpox patients.
By this means virus was found to survive in diluted vresicle fluid dried on glass slides for 35 days when exposed to daylight and for 84 days when kept in the dark at room temperature.
Virus was recovered from different samples of crusts kept at room temperature for several months and from one specimen kept thus for over a year.
In crusts exposed to daylight virus survived as well as in crusts kept in the dark.
A Death from Pethidine (From the British Medical Journal, i, 19th April, 1947, p. 548) The Westminster coroner inquired on 28th March into a death due to an overdose of pethidine (the hydrochloride of the ethyl ester of 1-methyl 4-phenylpiperidine 4-carboxylic acid). A clerk of 44 was found unconscious in a Paddington hotel and died soon afterwards. Four bottles of f-gr. (50 mg.) tablets, from which 54 tablets were missing, were found in his room.
Dr. G. Roche Lynch said in evidence that this was the first fatal case of pethidine poisoning he had met. The drug has an action similar to that of morphine. As it was discovered to produce addiction in some cases it was placed under the Dangerous Drugs Act in February last in England.
Red Cells as a Dressing (Abstracted from the Lancet, i, 3rd May, 1947, p. May, 1947, p. 594)
The distribution of penicillin in the various tissues and fluids of the eye has been studied in rabbits after subconjunctival injection of 50,000 units of pure sodium penicillin dissolved in 0.5 c.cm. of normal saline in*0 one eye.
.
In the injected eye high levels were found in the tissues of the eye except the lens and the vitreous! within three to six hours these levels had fallen t?
below an adequate bacteriostatic level.
A similar distribution was found in the opposite (uninjected) 
